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Abstract

To assess the severity of stuttering, a standardized instrument is required that reliably
measures the frequency and duration of stuttering, the naturalness of the individual's speech,
and the physical concomitants that accompany stuttering. Such a reliable instrument is the
Stuttering Severity Instrument, Fourth Edition (SSI-4), which was created in 2009. The study
in question aims at the adaptation and validation of SSI-4 for children aged 6 to 12 years, in
particular, to assess speech fluency through the development of linguistically and culturally
relevant stimulus material and the evaluation of the effectiveness of this material. Children
with stuttering and typical speech fluency were selected and distributed according to age
groups. A total of three age groups were allocated: 6-7 years (non-readers), who were
assessed using images indicating appropriateness or inappropriateness, and groups of 8-9 and
10-11 years (readers), for whom the assessment session was held in two stages. In the first
stage, texts relevant to their age group were read, and in the second stage, oral speech on
topics of interest and relevance to them was evaluated. According to the evaluation results
and analysis, it was established that the SSI-4, with the reading material selected during the
adaptation process, allows for the differentiation of typical speech fluency and stuttering
characteristics. According to the results of the study, the value of Cronbach's alpha was 0.911,
which indicates the high reliability of the instrument. Using the Georgian version of this
instrument, it is possible to determine the severity of stuttering in the Georgian-speaking
population.

Key words: Stuttering, Stuttering Severity Instrument - Fourth Edition, SSI-4, Stuttering

Severity.



