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Abstract

The present paper focuses on prejudices towards religious and gender minorities: towards
Catholics and Muslims and bisexuals and transgender people, while exploring their predictors:
experience of studying abroad, religiosity and empathy. Using available sampling and
correlational and quasi-experimental designs, the research was carried out among 124
respondents with an experience of studying abroad (V= 61) and without such experience (/N
= 63). The findings showed that those with experience of studying abroad had lower levels of
prejudice towards all four studied groups than those without this experience. Moreover,
studying abroad emerged as a negative predictor of prejudices to all groups. Empathy,
measured through two subscales of emphatic concern and perspective taking, also negatively
predicted prejudice; however, this variable turned out to be salient only for gender out-group;
furthermore, prejudice towards bisexuals was predicted only by empathic concern, while
prejudice towards transgender people was predicted only by perspective taking. Religiosity,
measured through its four dimensions — practice, particularism, consequences and experience
— emerged as a positive predictor; specifically, religious consequences predicted prejudice to
Muslims, particularism predicted prejudice to Catholics and transgender people, practice
predicted prejudice to transgender people again and bisexuals, while religious experience did
not emerge as a significant predictor. The study also revealed that the highest levels of

prejudice were expressed towards transgender people. The findings are discussed in the paper.

Keywords: prejudice, religiosity, intergroup contact, empathy.
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