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Abstract

Introduction — The master’s thesis deals with the implementation of preventive evidence-
based, school-based program “Unplugged” in Georgian schools; In particular, the study of

barriers to implementation, enabling factors and opportunities for improvement.

Methodology — A qualitative research method was chosen for the work. 1 in-depth interview
with a representative of the administration from Office of resource officers of educational
Institutions Psychosocial Service Center and 3 focus groups with social workers and
psychologists of the same centre were conducted. 8 social workers were also divided into 2

focus groups (4social workers in each group) and 3 psychologists as 1 focus group.

Results — During the implementation of the "Unplugged" program, social workers and
psychologists face the following barriers from the school: not being able to find time for the
program in the school schedule, lack of class time, incomplete staff training, and malfunction

of the assessment tool.

Conclusion - It is necessary to advocate with the education system in order to: include the
program in the school curriculum, and more frequent and comprehensive training of
personnel from the Office of resource officers of educational Institutions Psychosocial Service

Center. The program evaluation tool needs to be refined.

Key words - school-based prevention, prevention of psychoactive substance use, evidence-

based prevention
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