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Abstract

It is well-known that children with multiple disabilities and visual impairment (MDVI) are
significantly behind their peers in various developmental areas due to the number and
combination of their disabilities. Communication skills are fundamental for these children to
develop social, cognitive, and emotional skills, which foster greater independence and self-help
abilities. Most children with MDVI exhibit unique, peculiar communicative behaviors when
interacting with their environment and remain at a pre-verbal communication level for a

prolonged period; most of them may never acquire verbal communication skills.

Therefore, it is very important to recognize the unique, individual communication behavior of
children with MDVI in order to help improve their communication skills. Research shows that if
families and child professionals identify the communication behaviors of children with MDVI,
tailored intervention strategies can be developed. However, before teaching appropriate
communication skills and improving communicative behaviors, it is necessary to assess preverbal

communication with appropriate assessment methods.

The Erasmus+ project entitled "Promoting Effective Communication for People with Multiple and

Visual Impairments" (PrECIVIM) https://precivim.databank.com.gr/index.php gathered
communication assessment tools used by specialists working with children with MDVI in

different countries.

Our goal is to select multiple and visually impaired communication skills assessment tools that
will be functionally used in Georgian society, giving us a complete picture of the communication
behaviors used by children with MDVI in different environments. he standardized instruments
used in the study were the Children's Questionnaire (HomeTalk), the Communication Matrix and

the assessment of children using the Van Dijk Framework. We used the tools to analyze three


https://precivim.databank.com.gr/index.php

cases. This is a preliminary study that we hope to generalize about MDVI in the population of

Georgian children.

Keywords: Children with vision impairment and multiple disabilities (MDVI), communication

skills, assessment, routine.



