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Abstract 

 

This work explores the theme of appearance as a representation of political evil in 

the literary works of per Lagerkvist, Ernst Theodor Hofmann and Nino Haratischwili.  

Based on the concepts of Carl Gustav Jung and Hannah Arendt, the analysis reveals 

how the characters of the selected works embody the qualities of a particular archetype, 

the trickster. The trickster archetype is wickedly connoted in all three works in per 

Lagerkvist's novel "The Dwarf", E.T.A. In Hoffmann's "Little Zaches called Cinnabar" and 

Nino kharatishvili's " Eighth Life (Brilka)". Taking into account the historical context, 

Hannah Arendt's theory emphasizes the distortion of reality in a totalitarian world and the 

destruction of moral norms by these regimes. 
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