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Abstract

The construction of the railway at the end of the nineteenth century and the beginning of the
twentieth century stands as a pivotal event in the history of the South Caucasus. This
development, on one hand, enhanced the transit significance of the Caucasus, situated on the
southern frontier of Russia. On the other hand, it established the necessary infrastructure for
profound societal changes in the region. The railway facilitated transportation between villages
and cities, spurred urbanization, and integrated isolated regions into a unified economic space.
While these were important processes, they were merely unintended side effects from a local,

micro-historical perspective.

The true motives behind the construction of the railway are tied to the macro-historical, global
context of Russian imperialism. Russian railway policy did not evolve in isolation from Western
influences. On the contrary, the economic and political milieu of nineteenth-century Europe

significantly influenced the decision to develop railways in Russia.

The purpose of this study is to analyse the underlying reasons for the Russian Empire's decision
to build a railway in the South Caucasus. Therefore, this research will explore the context in which
railway transport emerged and evolved in Europe, examine the similarities and differences
between railway imperialism in Russia and European empires, and identify the specific economic

and strategic objectives linked to the South Caucasus railway in imperial thought.

A comparative-imperial analysis will aid in positioning Russia as a semi-peripheral actor within
the global economic system during the era of railway imperialism. This analysis will further
elucidate the military-strategic and economic imperatives that the Russian Empire aimed to

achieve through the establishment of the Caucasian railway system.



