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Abstract

The presented master thesis topic belongs to the field of psycholinguistics. The study aims at
investigating the development and forming of passive acquisition in Georgian-speaking children.
Based on the existing scientific literature, the topic focuses on the genesis and features of the
Georgian passive voice development, on its form and function, therefore the work includes the

following research questions:

1. Do understanding of passive voice precedes production? - verification of these conclusions are

to be based on an analysis of the process of mastering Georgian passive voice;
2. Features of the acquisition and development of passive voice;
3. Study of errors associated with the representation and production of passive voice.

The methodology of the master theses topic is a mixed-type experiment, the idea of which arose

under the influence of Baldi's experiment (1976).
40 children took part in the experiment; 3 age groups were created:

Group 1 - 24-26 months, Group 2 - 29-31 months, Group 3 - 36-38 months. For the experiment,
16 videos were selected to study the expression of passive voice and 36 images to study the
receptive passive voice. Child care teachers were entrusted with carrying out the procedure; they
worked individually with each child. The study procedures were carried out over a period of 3

months.

The data obtained were analyzed both quantitatively and qualitatively. According to the analysis
of the results both receptive and expressive competence of passive voice increases with age, in
particular, the development of the passive voice acquisition is characterized by a decrease in

phonological errors, the use of semantic distribution and an increase in the frequency of use due



to the growth of vocabulary, as well as by the awareness of interchangeable passive verbs in

number.

the findings of the current study indicate that children of the first age category are already aware
of passive voice, and the quantitative indicator of receptive passive voice markers of each age
group exceeds the quantitative indicator of expressive passive voice of the next older group in the
following age groups.. According to other data, only the 2nd and 3rd age groups were compared

(due to a sufficient number of informants),

As a result of the typological comparison, it is also clear that both Turkish and Georgian children
begin to use passive markers at an early age, which can be considered a characteristic of

agglutinative languages, and in this regard they become productive from the age of 3.
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