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Abstract

in the present work, Ilia Chavchavadze's short story “Is a man a human?/”is discussed In the

context of school textbooks of Georgian literature - from 1924 to 2023.

The paper aims to show, using the method of comparative analysis, how the text has been
interpreted over a century, how it is presented in the textbook, and how its reception is related

to the context of Georgia, to a specific political ideology.

Cultural memory is taken into account as the theoretical framework of the research - in
particular: the literary canon, and classic text concepts, which were formulated by the German

cultural researchers, Jan and Aleida Assmann.

As a result of the research, it became clear that the interpretation of the text has a socio-
political, propaganda basis. From the 1920s, Ilya's story will be understood as a criticism of the
landlords, later, Ilya's personality became completely unacceptable to the Soviet system, but
soon this also changed, and from 1937, it became part of the Georgian literary canon. From
the 1980s, the nationalistic understanding of Ilya's work began, and from the 1990s until today,

it is the subject of a relatively free interpretation.

Accordingly, the research showed that the ideologization of the text occurred in line with

specific socio-political contexts and eras.

Keywords: Ilia Chavchavadze; /s a man a human?!; cultural memory; classical text; literary

canon; School textbook; ideologization.
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