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Abstract

This paper will study the pragmatic analysis of speech acts in the English language in relation to
political rhetoric and propaganda of famous politicians - George Washington, Abraham Lincoln,
John Kennedy, Franklin D. Based on analysis of public speeches by Roosevelt, Joe Biden and
Donald Trump. Interest in pragmatic analysis of speech acts is gradually increasing. In addition,
we rarely find works on the comparative analysis of the speeches of the representatives of the old
and new political schools. It can be said that the research is relevant. Pragmatic analysis of speech
acts examines how politicians use language to persuade and mobilize their audiences. By analyzing
the context, tone and rhetorical devices used, we studied language techniques such as political
rhetoric and propaganda. For this purpose, we discussed "George Washington's Farewell Address";
"Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address"; "John F. Kennedy's Inaugural Address"; "Franklin D.
Roosevelt's First Inaugural Address." The comparative analysis included the following steps:
understanding the context, identifying the speech acts used in the speeches, comparing the themes
and messages, considering the audience and comparing it to the inaugural speeches of modern
politicians - Joe Biden and Donald Trump. The paper reviews various existing theories about
pragmatics and speech acts, among them are theories of speech acts proposed by ].L. Austin (1962)
and J.R. Searle (1969). As research methods are used: discourse analysis, interdisciplinary
approach, qualitative and quantitative methods. Although all six politicians use speech acts in
rhetoric and propaganda, each has a different effect on the audience. Thus we tried to investigate:

how speech acts function as tools of persuasion, manipulation or disclosure.

Keywords: speech acts; political rhetoric; propaganda; political discourse; discourse analysis;

pragmatic analysis;
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