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Abstract

In Vazha-Pshavela’s largely neglected poetic cycle , The Song of Songs“, the power dispositive
of nineteenth century Georgian society appears, characterized by several features. Specifically,
three levels of power distribution are identified: social actions, social institutions, and social
formation. In this paper, the first attempt will be made to analyze Vazha’s poems using a
discourse theoretical approach. Mechanisms of exclusion, normalisms and normalization
processes, deviant actions, and collective symbols will be examined. The research will reveal
the relationships within the power dispositive, determine the prevailing discourse, and
identify the system of values and their ideological foundations. Furthermore, the analysis will

uncover counter-discourses and subversive systems of values.
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