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Abstract

Studies on dictionary use started sfrom the 1970s and since that time research on dictionary
use has become an important component of theoretical lexicography. These studies revealed
significant decline of the dictionary culture in many countries, as a result of which learners of
foreign languages lack elementary dictionary use skills. Research carried out in Georgia
revealed the similar state, low dictionary culture and poor dictionary use skills. Proceeding
from these considerations, an experiment was conceived with the aim to create execises for
the development of dictionary use skills and to test their efficiency. The study was conducted
at Ilia state University, department of English Philology in the spring semester of the academic
year 2023-2024 within the framework of the theoretical course “Introduction to
Lexicography”. Our aim was to determine dictionary use skills in Georgian students, to work
out exercises for the development of these skills in respect to conversion, homonymy and
polysemy and at the final stage of the experiment to test the effectiveness of mentioned

exercises.

20 students participated in the study, though not all of them attended classes regularly and
participated in the practical work with exercises. Those students who attended lectures
regularly and did exercises, improved their dictionary use skills. They acknowledged this

progress themselves.

On the basis of the experiment it can be stated that it is possible to develop dictionary use skills
in learners of English in a comparatively short period of time with the help of exercises tailored
to the needs of learners. It is advisable to create a manual that will include exercises for the
development of dictionary use skills and also provide it with methodological advices for

teachers that will help them achieve maximum results with learners.



