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Abstract

The strategic task of non-violent and social movements is to actualize the problematic issue
in the country and to publicly represent their mood and attitude towards the problem.
Despite the fact that foreign researchers have already worked on the role of social
movements and the methodology of their work, very few studies can be found on the current
issue considering the context of Georgia. That is why, the aim of this master's thesis is to
determine the role of the existence of social and non-violent movements and their
importance on the example of Georgia. In particular, the main goal of the paper is to show
the reader, on the example of Georgia, the reasons for the origin of the mentioned

movements and their relationship with the current political changes in the country.

The master's research was conducted through a qualitative methodology, in which such
research methods as: systematization and synthesis method, case study and comparative case
study methods, content and discourse analysis, semi-structured (in-depth) interview method
and other. Taking into account the present research objectives and methods, the
methodological goal of the research is to measure the level of variability (evolution) and
effectiveness of nonviolent movements through the analysis of the case of Georgia and the

comparative analysis of the studied cases, taking into account the time intervals (cases).

Within the framework of the research, both the reasons for the emergence of non-violent
movements, as well as their structural characteristics and work mechanisms: methods, forms
and tools are studied. Moreover, taking this into account, the work will study the principles
of nonviolent resistance, which is directly correlated with the level of effectiveness
(Outcomes) of their behavior and helps us to unravel the cause-and-effect relationships

between the latter (methods and results).
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In the first stage of the empirical study of the research, both primary documents and
secondary and tertiary sources are processed. In particular, the empirical and theoretical part
is based on the analysis of the works of nonviolent movement theorists - Gene Sharp, Peter
Ackerman, Charles Till, Hardy Merriman, Gia Nodia, and others, and explains the
importance of social and nonviolent movements and the reasons for their effectiveness.
Taking this into account, the paper answers such research questions as: QI. Which forms
(methods) of non-violent protest are effective in achieving political change? Q2. What
endogenous and exogenous factors lead to the initiation (mobilization) of non-violent

movements?

As a result of the present empirical and theoretical analysis, the working principles of social
movements, working mechanisms and their role in relation to democratization processes are
established. Specifically, the research results emphasize the role/importance of social
movements in the process of building a democratic state and its transition. The theoretical
reasoning of the research, which is based on the theories of "relative deprivation”and "non-
violent resistance’, tries to explain, on the one hand, what causes the emergence of social
movements and their dissatisfaction (the reasons for the birth of protest), while on the other
hand, it focuses on the forms and methods of expressing protest in peaceful ways. on

methods.

In the case analysis stage of the research, in which attention is paid to the Georgian context,
namely the analysis of three cases: April 9 (1989); Rose Revolution (2003); Anti-Russian
Campaign (2024) - establishes the effectiveness of peaceful resistance and its importance,
which in turn emphasizes the effectiveness of non-violent methods developed by existing
movements and its universality. At the last stage of the research, during the study of existing
cases, changes in social and non-violent movements over time - evolution (change in forms

and methods of protest) were determined, which on the one hand answered the research
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questions posed in the introductory part, and on the other hand confirmed the validity of the

developed research hypotheses.

The uniqueness of this research is emphasized on the one hand by the study of nonviolent /
social movements with a different methodology and theoretical reasoning. In particular,
within the given theoretical framework, a colorful study of the cases of Georgia, which
enables the enrichment of scarce scientific works and researches around the issue, and on the
other hand, it contributes to the interest of other (Georgian and foreign) scientists in the
phenomenon of non-violent movements and actualization of the existing issue. In addition to
the above, for us, as a state with a traumatic history and memory (taking into account the
current cases), it is vitally important on the one hand to conduct an in-depth study of the
role of non-violent / social movements and its importance, and on the other hand to
share/transfer the accumulated knowledge to future researchers and persons interested in the

current issue.

Search words: non-violent movements, social movements, protest, political power,
democracy, democratization, forms of resistance, methods of resistance, relative deprivation,

revolution.
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