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Abstract

The presented paper, "Motivation and prerequisites for going to the monastery according to
Georgian hagiography in the 8th and 11th centuries," investigates the reasons for the start of the
monastic life of Georgian cleric figures and tries to highlight and determine the prerequisites that
caused them to go to the monastery.

We aimed to explore, based on several "life" texts, all the possible motivations that led the
monks to begin the monastic life. You know that the authors of "lives" follow a style characteristic of
hagiography and turn the entire life of the saints into a religious veil as much as possible, and at the
same time they convey the news in a highly providential way. Despite all this, we try to follow the
veiled hints of the hagiographers and arrive at a certain reality, which may not necessarily be what
the religious framework requires. We should not forget that the clergy were also ordinary people like
us, with all human feelings, passions, and weaknesses.

Our desire is to see the human reality behind the religious obscurity. This is what the presented
research serves. Nor should we forget that we are writing about people of the Middle Ages who

thought with other worldly nuances and were guided by different moral laws.

Key words: monasticism, motivation, hagiography.



