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Abstract

The following research refers to the study of the role and functions of social workers
and Psychologists in pre-abortion counseling. The problems and the challenges the clinics face
after introducing a new rule are being discussed in this work. According to the produced rule,
patients are required to consult a psychologists, social worker and obstetrician-gynecologist 5
days prior to getting an abortion service. Qualitative research method has been used which
implies mainly in-depth interviews with social workers and clinic representatives. However,
only a few interviews have been conducted due to the refusal of many clinicians and social
workers to participate in this process.

The results of the study revealed that social workers are not knowledgeable enough and
have lack of experience to fully carry out their role in pre-abortion counseling. It is also worth
mentioning that there doesn’t exist a clear, coherent job description for clinic social workers
and it definitely creates certain problems. Thus it becomes hard for them to provide good
counseling. According to the study the state rule isn’t being followed properly leaving the
process mostly formal and hot effective above mentioned difficulties are caused by the lack of
experience and sufficient instructions which clinic workers and psychologist should possess,
in its turn it leads to poor performance.

In many clinics the staff is not professional enough which do cause a real problem. Thus
it often happens so that social workers and psychologists share each others duties and it results
in inevitable mistakes and poor results.

Despite the above mentioned challenges social workers participating in this research
consider that the change is acceptable and timely on the whole, though it needs to be more
elaborated and sophisticated in order to meet international standards.

Several clinic representatives didn’t express their willingness to participate in the
following research and accordingly it limited the research quality referring to the attitudes of
clinics towards the involvement of social workers and psychologists in pre-abortion counseling

and the quality of their work.



