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Abstract

According to studies, dramatic activities have a positive effect on child development. This study
investigates the specific effects of drama activities on children's playfulness, narrative skills, and
language development. The purpose of the study is to determine whether participation in

dramatic activities enhances these specific skills.

The participants of the study were six children from a theater circle. The children's playfulness,
narrative skills, and language skills were assessed through pre- and post-tests to evaluate the effect

of the theater circle (drama activities).

In the research, I used the Playfulness Scale (PJPS), the Mullen Scale, and Mercer Mayer's picture
book "Frog, Where Are You?" for narrative assessment. Additionally, two unfamiliar stories for
the children (two chapters from the book "Little Clara" by Patrick Maria Birstein) were used. After

reading the book, children were asked to answer questions.

The results, even in such a small sample, showed a statistically significant difference between the
pre- and post-tests. Playfulness scores increased, narrative skills improved, and both receptive and
expressive language scores increased. Therefore, it is likely that dramatic activities are a powerful
tool to support children's development. This study highlights the importance of integrating drama

into early education and intervention to promote holistic development.

Key words: dramatic activities, playfulness, narrative, language development.



