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Darejan Turashvili

Toponym models and cultural landscape of Ertso-Tianeti (historical-
geographic area in Eastern Georgia) from the late Medieval to modern
days (According to the Georgian historical sources and ethnographic data)

Abstract

The present thesis presents the study of toponyms (which represent special and peculiar
informational systems with inherent and unique characteristics in the historical - geographic
region of eastern Georgia, where old place names are still preserved, that reveal the local
landscape as it was perceived and presented by constantly changing population of the region.
As an interdisciplinary subject it has been studied from geographic, linguistic historical and
ethnographic aspects.

The thesis explores the place names, that are conditioned by cultural, political and social influences
starting from Feudal up to modern times.

The exploration creates an informational base of all possible old forms of local names,
records hitherto unknown toponyms and studies the toponymic models of the mentioned area
from the historical and ethnographic perspective. Which respectively implies the use of the
ethnographic method along with the historical one.

The study examines the regional toponyms as evolving and changing phenomena.
Hence the three types of characteristics are revealed in the studied toponyms (spatial, temporal
and landscape).

In the study of toponyms various features are described, such as topography, settlements
of certain ethnic groups, migration of people, religious and cultural traditions.

The recent exploration is the research of geographical names, in which the historical-
geographical past is clearly preserved, ancestors' activities, socio-economic structure of life,
settlement of people, internal and external migrational processes and other activities of the
population are revealed.

The present research an attempt is made to create an informational base of all possible
old forms of local names, to record hitherto unknown toponyms and to study the toponymic

models of the mentioned area.



The aim of the present work is to study the models of toponyms from a historical-
ethnographic point of view. Accordingly, the work, which is interdisciplinary in its essence,

will use the methods of linguistic, historical-geographical analysis, and also ethnography.

The main task of the research is to create an informational base of all possible old forms
of local names, to record hitherto unknown toponyms and to study the toponymic models of

the mentioned area.

The aim of the present work is to study the models of toponyms from a historical-
ethnographic point of view. Accordingly, the work, which is interdisciplinary in its essence,

will use the methods of linguistic, historical-geographical analysis, and also ethnography.
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