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Abstract

The first part of this paper will analyze the linguistic attributes used to create the existing female
and male characters in the first season of an animated series, Bojack Horseman. The research
framework includes Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and Corpus Linguistics/Quantitative
Analysis, which are incorporated into Robin Lakoff’s gender-linguistic model, known as the
deficit model. Thus, the paper focuses on the stereotypical linguistic attributes of man and woman
presented by Lakoff (1975) in order to create a gender portrait in the animated series. These
include hedges, tag questions, empty adjectives, excessive polite expressions, a tendency to
interrupt others’ speech, and dominating the dialogues. Through the analysis of the mentioned
linguistic attributes and the selected research framework, we will be able to get valuable

information about the alleged gender ideology in the media discourse.

Conceptual metaphor, as a cognitive process, is actively involved in the construction of our
reality and its perception. That is why it is often described as ideological in nature. Thus, the
Conceptual Metaphor Theory (CMT) presented by Lakoff and Johnson in 1980 is considered one
of the best ways to reveal gender ideology in media discourse. The Frame Analysis should also be
emphasized as it will help us to reveal the signs of gender ideology by identifying the processes of
presenting or concealing/hiding certain aspects of gender. It is also worth noting that Corpus
Linguistics is heavily used throughout the analyzing process in order to facilitate the identification
process of conceptual metaphors and quantifying their frequency within the discourse of each
character. Therefore, Corpus Linguistics represents the initial stage of qualitative-quantitative
analysis. Finally, as for the Critical Discourse Analysis, while analyzing the results it focuses on
gender-based discrimination and gender-power asymmetry. In sum, as a result of an in-depth
linguistic analysis, our paper analyzes the gender roles representation in media discourse from a

multidimensional point of view.

Key words: The deficit model, critical discourse analysis, gender ideology, conceptual metaphor

theory, frame analysis, corpus linguistics.



