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Abstract

The Georgian political space is polarized and there are frequent confrontations between the
actors. Politicians, activists, and political party supporters openly express their negative
attitude toward their opponents, and in case of their defeat or failure, they do not hesitate to
express their joy. To date, no empirical research has been conducted in Georgia that would
study schadenfreude and find out what factors predict it. The aim of the present study was to
find out, using a quantitative method, a quasi-experimental and correlational design, what
factors contribute to the prediction of these attitudes. As a result of the survey of 187
Georgian voters, the hypotheses were partially confirmed: Machiavellianism and in-group
affiliation predict schadenfreude by 18% in the Georgian political space. This means that if a
person's level of Machiavellianism is high, the level of schadenfreude increases, and if he has
a strong affiliation to a political party, there is a good chance that he will react positively to
the failure of the opposing party. Also, the level of schadenfreude was higher in men than in
women. As for the hypothesis that self-esteem would predict schadenfreude in the Georgian
political space, it was not confirmed. The main limitations of the study included the number

of participants and the type of sampling.

Keywords: Schadenfreude, Georgian political space, Georgian voters, self-esteem,

Machiavellianism, in-group affiliation, sex.
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