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Abstract

Irredentism and secession are one of the main challenges of security and protection of the
territorial integrity of sovereign states in the post-Soviet space. Russia, as an external actor in these
processes, is trying to implement irredentist policies and encourage separatist groups with
geopolitical narratives in order to be able to maintain influence on the authorities of the sovereign

states that gained independence after the collapse of the Soviet Union.

The paper presents the endogenous and exogenous factors that play an important role in the
formation of the final goal of the territorial conflict - irredentism or secession. The analysis was
based on the annexation of Crimea, the encouragement of separatist groups in Abkhazia and
Transnistria, and the study of the cases of the resulting conflicts, where it was important to

consider the historical context.

Key words: irredentism, secession, separatism, Crimea, Abkhazia, Transnistria



