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ABSTRACT

This master's thesis explores the geopolitical strategies (conflict of interests) of China
and the European Union in Georgia, considered within the broader context of the
South Caucasus region. Georgia plays a crucial role in the strategic ambitions of both
global powers. China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and the EU's granting of candidate
status are two primary directions shaping Georgia's political and economic
environment. The research aims to examine the extent of economic and political
influences exerted by China and the EU in Georgia, analyze their respective strategic
interests, and assess the impact of these initiatives on the country's development and
foreign policy.

The study employs qualitative methods, including desk research, case study analysis,
and semi-structured interviews with experts. The theoretical frameworks of
Europeanization and regionalism have been utilized. The analysis of the results
revealed that the EU aims to strengthen democratic institutions alongside economic
development, while China is currently focused on the economic sphere, specifically on
infrastructure (transportation) projects. The increase in Chinese investments may
potentially lead to financial dependence on China in the future, as highlighted by the

study of the Central Asian region.
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