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Abstract

Case plays an important role in morphologically rich languages. Therefore, the acquisition
of the case system is a crucial aspect of language acquisition. The goal of this paper is to study

argument case marking in Georgian children aged 48-84 months.

The paper consists of a typological literature analysis of publications on language
acquisition in other languages and cross-sectoral, qualitative, and quantitative research. The
research is based on a sentence repetition task. Using the collected data, we analyzed the

functional usage of arguments, argument dropping, and the mistakes made by the children.

The research showed that in all studied age groups, children understand the function of
case well. However, the acquisition of case function is not complete even by ages 6-7. For children,
acquiring ergative case marking is particularly challenging. For bilingual children we have found
two distinguishing mistakes: usage of incorrect case marker and partial argument dropping. This
research is one of the first in the field related to the Georgian language. The collected data
significantly contribute to creating a guidebook on typical language development in Georgian

children and are important from the perspective of typological analysis of languages.

Key words: Case system, Argument marking, Language acquisition, Argument dropping, Case

functions
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