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“Newspeak” in George Orwell’s Novel — “1984” and Its Georgian Translations

Abstract

The thesis offers a comparative analysis of the two Georgian translations of Newspeak in
George Orwell’s “1984”. The research aims to shed light on how the ideological dimension and
the effect of artificiality of Newspeak is sustained in the target language. For this reason, 47 lexical
units of Newspeak have been analyzed. Apart from that, models of grammatical word formation
of source and target units are addressed to determine the extent to which the ideological
dimension of specific word formation can be retained in the target texts given the grammatical
differences between the two languages.

Methodologically, the research employs the model of Vinay and Darbelnet’s translation theory
(direct vs. oblique translation and respective procedures). Newmark’s typology of political
discourse markers was also used to classify elements of Newspeak analyzed in the thesis.

The analysis has revealed that Newspeak is characterized by neologisms, among which are
composites and derivatives. The study concludes that translators, David Akriani and Lali
Kushitashvili, mainly use a direct translation strategy and calques, in particular. However, in some
cases they are more inclined toward oblique translation strategy. In general, both translations

retain ideological dimension by reproducing Newspeak in the target language.

Key words: ideology, totalitarianism, direct translation, oblique translation, calque



