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Abstract

The data collected during nine meetings of the Circle of Friends revealed an increased frequency
of peer empathy, support and interaction towards the SEN student. The support meetings were
initiated by the school and parents and were conducted by the researcher facilitator.

The number of participants in the meetings ranged from 4 to 8. Based on the analysis of the
meetings, an increased rate of activity initiation, support initiation, and eye contact were revealed
in SEN students. This is attributed to the positive environment created for the SEN student at the
meetings of the Circle of Friends. An increased positive social experience of the target student
promoted the growth of assertiveness, independent response and activity initiation. The parents
and tutor indicated these positive changes. According to their interview, the student was more
actively involved in communication with classmates and had increased motivation to attend

school.

The paper confirms that the Circle of Friends intervention effectively improves the social
interaction of SEN students by fostering a favourable peer environment.
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