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Abstract

This master's thesis is a report of the practice research that we carried out in the primary class
of Thilisi #45 public school. In order to improve the academic performance of first grade

students within the scope of the research.

Our goal was to study the existing reality of how the implementation of a differentiated
approach was envisaged for this particular first grade and to what extent it takes into account
the abilities, interests and needs of students. To improve the existing reality, we should develop

and implement appropriate interventions, measure the achieved results.

We used both quantitative (parent questionnaire, student diagnostic test, and secondary data
analysis) and qualitative (observation, interview with teachers, and focus group with parents)
methods when conducting practice research. Through the selected tools, we determined that
these first grade students have less developed phonological skills and the ability to
understand/comprehend the text in Georgian language and literature, as well as several
students having difficulty concentrating and have less developed socio-emotional skills. At the
diagnosis stage, the main factors that led to the need for differentiated learning in this class
were identified. These factors are: school curriculum, students' Georgian language and
literature textbook, students' pre-school readiness, individual abilities, needs and interests. In
order to improve the current situation, we developed the following interventions: we offered
differentiated tasks to students according to readiness, we created learning materials, a word
bank and other resources for independent work of students, taking into account the interests
of students, which we introduced to parents. Using specific resources, parents could offer
targeted support to students at home as well. Based on the needs of the students, we held
remedial meetings. In order to ensure the sustainability of the research results, we shared the

resources created with primary level teachers.

We used the following tools to evaluate the interventions: an interview with the teacher, a

focus group with parents and a diagnostic test with students. The interventions we

iv



implemented were mainly focused on phonological, decoding, text comprehension skills, and
the evaluation of the interventions showed that students have made significant progress in all
the named directions. A positive result of the various activities offered to the students within
the framework of the interventions was the development of students' attention concentration,

understanding of instructions, cooperation skills, and an increase in motivation.

In order to improve the obtained results, it is desirable to continue using a differentiated
approach in the teaching-learning process and remedial meetings. And in order to improve the
school's activities, the resources created within the scope of practice research should be

incorporated into the school curriculum of the first grades.
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