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Abstract

Harvestmen (Opiliones) belong to the class Arachnida and occupy a wide variety of ecosystems
around the world. The species parameters were determined through the taxonomic characteristics
of samples collected from different locations across Georgia. For the next stage of molecular
analysis, | used the CO1 gene of mitochondrial DNA. Targeted molecular markers were used to reveal
the species and genetic diversity of Opiliones, as well as to integrate the genetic data with taxonomic
nomenclature. As relict Opiliones, harvestmen are target organisms to studying past
paleogeographic changes. Data-based phylogenetic analysis provides insights into historical changes
in the Caucasus region. This project combines fieldwork, morphological assessments, and molecular

analysis to conduct a comprehensive study of harvestmen in Georgia.
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