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abstract

Georgia is an area rich in karst massifs, which today contain more than 1,500 registered
caves, of which only 10% have been biologically studied. The biological diversity of the
studied Racha-Khvamli karst massifs is particularly weak, likely due to insufficient studies
in these areas. Troglobiont invertebrates living in these caves are characterized by high
endemism, thus presenting a high probability for scientists to discover new species. The
purpose of this study is to investigate the diversity of Diplopoda living in the karst massifs
of Racha and Khvamli. During field trips conducted for this study, samples of Diplopods
were collected using various methods. An updated annotated list was prepared based on
recent literature, the collection of diplopods preserved at the Institute of Zoology of Ilia
State University, and the material obtained during this project. Additionally, the
distribution points of diplopods were recorded during the research. Recommendations
regarding conservation measures for further research were developed. As a result of the
research, new distribution points of diplopods were discovered, extending their known
distribution area. Furthermore, a new species from the genus Acanthophorella was
discovered in Khvanchkara Cave. This research has allowed us to evaluate the diversity of

diplopoda in the karst massifs of Racha and Khvamli.

Key words: troglobiont, local endemic, taxonomy.



