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N. verae->©© 0©9b6&053030090w 0bo3009dd0.

bsdogdm  LoGYggdo:  LodoOmzgwmlb  3MwdmMogegdo, Neobisiidae, 3M03@E 03100
Lobgmdgd0, dm30d0L »MbgObgdarmgdo.



Abstract

Georgia is rich in karst formations, most of which remain unexplored biologically. Cave
habitats harbor rare endemic species that are strictly adapted to this environment and occur
nowhere else. Pseudoscorpiones, an arachnid order, are understudied both in Georgia and
globally. These arachnids also inhabit caves, where both surface-dwelling and cave-adapted

species coexist. There is very little information about false scorpions in Georgian caves.

The aim of the research is to study the taxonomy of the family Neobisiidae of the false
scorpions in the karst massifs of Georgia and reveal the crypt diversity. My master's thesis
investigated the Neobisiidae family of scorpions distributed in three Georgian karst massifs
using various taxonomic methods (morphological, morphometric, molecular). This study
identified two new species of science from the caves of the Upper Imereti plateau karst massif.
Additionally, the species Neobisium (Blothrus) verae was redescribed from its type locality
(Gogolati cave). Morphometric and molecular analyses revealed the presence of cryptic species
and uncovered intra- and interspecific variations within individuals morphologically

identified as V. verae.

Keywords: Georgian false scorpions, Neobisiidae, cryptic species, cave invertebrates.
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