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Abstract

This Master's thesis examines the relevance of Georgia's strategic environmental assessment (SEA)
framework in the context of international practices, including its critical analysis and
recommendations for improvement. Qualitative methods were used to analyze the Environmental
Assessment Code of Georgia, while quantitative analysis was conducted on publicly available data
for each strategic document. Surveys were also conducted with competent persons. These
methods proved to be effective in identifying gaps in the code and in evaluating SEA practice in
Georgia. The research showed that despite Georgia's SEA framework being in full compliance
with the SEA protocol and Espoo convention, the practice implemented in this country faces
several challenges that need to be improved. The analysis reveals that the SEA procedure has some
shortcomings and the transparency of the whole process is not always maintained. Moreover, the
implementation of the final recommendations is not a subject of formal supervision, which affects
its overall effectiveness. The main drawbacks identified in the study include procedural
inconsistencies and the unavailability of documentation, which call into question the
transparency and accountability of responsible bodies. Finally, the recommendations developed
based on the results include the clarification of terms, harmonization of the websites where the
information is placed, and refining the SEA procedure. These recommendations aim to simplify
the search for documents, improve the visibility of information, and strengthen the role of the

SEA in adopting strategic documents.
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