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Abstract

In a democratic state, the fundamental freedoms of assembly and expression should only be
restricted to protect a legitimate, accountable interest. However, these rights are often
compromised disproportionately and based on merely formal justifications. Such formal legal
bases frequently arise from police responses to administrative offenses. It is particularly
common to categorize actions protected by the rights to assembly and expression as Disorderly

conduct or Non-compliance with a lawful order.

This paper aims to explore the extent and standards of exercising the constitutional rights of
assembly and expression, specifically in the context of Articles 166 and 173 of the Code of

Administrative Offenses.

Using systematic, analytical, and comparative legal methods, the paper describes the legislative
and practical challenges associated with these articles. Based on interviews with lawyers and
analysis of statistical data, paper offers specific recommendations to improve the standards for

handling cases of administrative offenses.

Key words: administrative offense, freedom of assembly, freedom of expression, protest,

disproportionate force, detention.
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