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ABSTRACT

The growing number of stateless people has put States on a different agenda. Up to 10 million
individuals worldwide have to deal with the difficulties that statelessness creates. This result arises
not just from legitimate reasons for revoking citizenship, such as national security concerns, but
also from vicious practices resulting from discrimination against people or arbitrary decisions

made by States regarding nationality revocation.

Currently, every region in the world is grappling with this global issue. To address this problem
effectively, it is crucial to examine the factors that lead to harmful practices by States. It is
necessary to determine the line between arbitrary and legitimate deprivation of citizenship and
how national legislation should be established so that gaps in them do not contribute to the

marginalization of individuals and the large-scale increase in the number of stateless persons.

In the present paper, the concepts of statelessness and arbitrary deprivation of nationality using
descriptive/overview, evaluative, and normative methods are discussed. It also includes a
comparative analysis of legal and judicial practices, highlighting examples of harmful state
practices and the standards they should follow to reduce the number of stateless individuals. The
arbitrary deprivation of nationality taken by many countries is often due to their misinterpretation
of international conventions. This misinterpretation leads them to punish activists who oppose the
government. One of the most effective ways States do this is by revoking the activists' nationality,
thereby severely limiting individuals’ access to other rights.

The paper identifies the challenges at hand and addresses the question of when depriving someone
of their citizenship is arbitrary. It also explores the obligations of States to reduce the number of
stateless individuals and implement effective measures to prevent the harmful consequences of

such actions.
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