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Aannotation
According to the statistical data of the General Prosecutor's Office of Georgia for 2022-23, the
rate of criminal prosecution related to family crimes has increased significantly. In spite of the
above, in some cases, the judges complete the consideration of the case by passing an acquittal
verdict, which is due to many factors, but mainly the reason is the refusal of the victims to
testify. This is confirmed by the statistical data of the general courts of Georgia, according to
which the largest share of acquittals in all categories of cases, namely, 66%, is for family crimes.
The purpose of the present study is to determine the evidentiary standard in domestic crime
cases and to what extent there is sufficient evidence for a conviction when the victim refuses
to testify. As a result of the research, trends and approaches in the practice of general courts
are revealed, and it also becomes clear that if the victim refuses to testify, the judge still has
the opportunity to base a guilty verdict on other evidence in the case. It is confirmed by a

number of decisions of the mentioned courts.

Key words: victim; guilty verdict; evidentiary standard; family crimes; Refusal to testify.



