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Abstract 

The legal status of the victim in the adversarial criminal process 
 

The work was presented by the student of Ilia State University, Giorgi Gelashvili, to obtain 

the academic degree of Master of Laws at the Faculty of Criminal Law. 

The master's thesis is divided into 4 chapters and 12 subsections, which include: 

Chapter I: Establishing the Victim's Legal Status through Adversarial Criminal Proceedings 

- This chapter examines the concept of adversarial proceedings in criminal proceedings and 

explains its importance in ensuring due process. It examines the theoretical basis and 

practical implications of having an adversarial system where both the prosecution and the 

defense have an equal opportunity to present their cases. This chapter also provides a 

historical overview of how the adversarial principle has developed in the criminal justice 

system. 

Chapter II: The place and role of the victim in the criminal justice process - this part 

discusses the formal and practical position of the victims in the criminal justice process. It 

discusses how the rights of the victims are realized and its supporting structures. Also 

analyzed is a comparison of the role of victims in the competition and inquisitorial systems, 

the latter system being more common in countries with a continental European legal system. 

The analysis includes how victim involvement and impact differ between these two types of 

legal frameworks. This section also explores the unique challenges and opportunities for 

victims within the adversarial criminal justice system. It discusses how the competitive 

nature of litigation affects the participation of victims and their ability to protect their rights 

and obligations under procedural law. 

Chapter III: Rights and Duties of the Victim in the Criminal Procedural Legislation of 

Georgia - the analysis of the rights and duties of the victims provided by the Criminal 

Procedure Code of Georgia of 1998 is discussed. This section assesses how these provisions 

have been implemented and their effectiveness in protecting the interests of victims. It also 

discusses the updated rights and duties of victims under the Criminal Procedure Code of 

2010. It highlights the changes and improvements introduced by the new code and assesses 

their impact on victims' experiences of the criminal justice process. 
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Chapter IV: Challenges to Individual Victim Rights in Practice - This chapter analyzes the 

criteria used to identify a person as a victim and the available procedures for appealing 

prosecutorial decisions. Explores how victim testimony is used as evidence in criminal trials. 

Highlights best practices from other jurisdictions that can be adapted to Georgian practices. 

The conclusion summarizes the main findings of the study, analyzes the importance of 

protecting the rights of victims and reflects the overall effectiveness of the existing legal and 

procedural framework. It provides an analysis of previous chapters and provides a final 

assessment. 

keywords: victim; legal status of the victim; adversarial criminal proceedings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


