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Abstract

The administration of criminal justice in any legal state is regulated by the relevant
legislation. The very first article of the Georgian Criminal Procedure Code indicates that it
establishes the rules for the administration of justice, and accordingly, both criminal
prosecution bodies and courts are guided by the said code.

Sentencing is the final stage of the criminal process, which is preceded by a series of
processes, the main purpose of which is to collect evidence related to a specific criminal case
and punish the offender based on said evidence. However, in order for the issue of criminal
liability of a person to arise, the existence of a crime is necessary. The Criminal Code of Georgia
defines the actions that are punishable by law and imposes the corresponding punishment. In
addition, the legislator does not always consider it necessary to hold a person criminally
responsible, and in Chapter 13, he defines the grounds, in the presence of which a person is
exempted from criminal responsibility.

According to Article 71 of the Criminal Code, the criminal statute of limitations is the
period of time from when a person commits a crime to being held accountable as an accused,
and in the first part of the above-mentioned article, it is indicated that the expiry of the said
period leads to the release of the person from criminal liability. Despite this imperative norm
of Article 71 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Georgia, Article 269, Section 5, Sub-Clause
,b“ of the Criminal Procedure Code of Georgia obliges the judge to issue a guilty verdict on
the basis of the expiration of the statute of limitations for criminal prosecution at the time of
rendering the verdict by imposing a sentence and exempting it from serving it. Based on the
above, it is clear that the law allows the possibility of the issue of a person's responsibility even
after the expiration of the criminal statute of limitations, and this may cause some problems in

practice, in the administration of justice.
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