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Abstract  

 

The focus of this research is the motif of cannibalism in contemporary Georgian literature. 
The selected texts for the study are "Cannibaliada" by Misha Bakhsoliani and "Departed" by 
Iago Tvalabeishvili. The aim of the research is to analyze the primary purpose of portraying 
cannibalism in fiction and how this motif reflects modern historical events in Georgia. To 
achieve this goal, the main theoretical frameworks employed are theories of posthumanism 
and new historicism. 

Through the analysis of the texts, it was found that cannibalistic images in both works serve 
as manifestations of traumas caused by massive systemic crises, such as war, political 
destabilization, and social inequality. The degree of depiction of a posthumanistic 
environment varies in the texts, but it was identified that in the novel "Cannibaliada," the 
main causes of cannibalistic acts are a state of emergency and collapsed state institutions. In 
the case of "Departed," the primary focus lies on barbaric methods of survival in poverty 
and within a dehumanized society. 

Traumatic experiences and social naturalism are common to both texts. However, the 
research revealed that each of the analyzed texts also has its own unique motifs. In Misha 
Bakhsoliani's novel, the symbol of systemic violence is institutionalized cannibalism. On 
the other hand, in Iago Tvalabeishvili's story collections, one of the main themes is the 
criticism of anthropocentrism, depicted through the lens of posthuman theories. 
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