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Abstract:

In recent years, the pursuit of EU integration has become a major concern of Eastern European
countries. Among them, for Georgia and Moldova, which have the status of candidate member
and are trying to establish closer ties with the European Union. However, according to the
statements of the European Union, it is clear that the role of informality in state institutions
appears as a critical factor in the integration process. The purpose of the study here is to analyze
the causal relationships between the independent variables (at the system level), the intervening
variables (at the domestic and individual levels) and the dependent variable (external policy
choices). By examining the cause-and-effect relationships between these variables, the study tries
to understand the role of a particular mechanism—informality—that led to a particular outcome
of integration. Based on the Mixed-Method Research, a comparative analysis of Georgia and
Moldova shows that the integration processes are hindered by the informal practices in the

governing ring, even if the state is free from informality at the institutional/bureaucratic level.



