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ABSTRACT

In the strong authoritarian Islamic states, the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, the women's rights are violated. In both countries the women are perceived as the
secondary citizens. The empirical researches show that the social changes for the women in
islamic authoritarian countries could be achieved only through the protest actions. The higher

the level of the protest, the higher is the likelihood that the government will make any concession.

Recently, in both states has been observed the protests, especially of the women. The hypothesis
was derived from the basis of autocratic genderwashing and based on the choice point model. The
study is qualitative and uses the following techniques of this research methodology: case study;
comparative case study analysis. To follow underwent protestations the method of process-tracing

has been applied along with discourse-analysis of the web-pages of described events.

The study shows that in the Islamic Republic of Iran the number and intensity of women's protests
is high, though the authority rarely makes concessions. Unlike Iran, there are less women social
movements in Saudi Arabia, especially in the recent years, consequently, the government made a

decision to expand women’s rights at least on a normative level.

The thesis makes an in-depth analysis of the factors why women protests in Iran have failed to
get significant concessions from the government, while less frequent, though more silent protests

of Saudi women partially achieved their goals at least.

Key words: Social movement, social non-movement, women protest, repression, concession,

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Islamic Republic of Iran, autocratic genderwashing, choice point model.
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