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Abstract 

 

 Identity is something through which we grant unity and stability to our changing and 

differentiated reality but Hume, through his skeptical lenses, intends to show that identity is 

a fiction of our faculty of imagination; It is quite beneficial, although a mistaken idea. It 

becomes the ground for our other fictitious ideas, so that our mental apparatus continue 

functioning, and based on it, other fundamental notions emerge, such as objects existing 

outside of us and personal identity. Based on my interpretation, he comes close to explaining 

psychological mechanisms responsible for us differentiating object’s appearance in our 

consciousness and objects themselves. However, he fails to explain the psychological 

mechanisms which yield the idea of self-identical self and, for this reason, his interesting 

philosophical analysis falls short of achieving its goal. 
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