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Abstract

The thesis attempts to observe the signs of trauma in two Georgian novels: Ba/la(n)d by
Koka Kamushadze and Mascaraphoné by Iva Pezuashvili; and to identify the socio-
cultural factors which define the literary representation of these traumas at the
beginning of 2020s. The chosen methodology is based on the approaches established in

the theories of trauma.

As a result of a comparative analysis of the two novels, we identified similarities in
plotlines and thematic focus, which is a result of the shared experiences of authors and
the narrative that revolves around the criminal authority as a main traumatic element.
On the other hand, the differences in the form, narrative style, and structure are

obvious - the two authors have different aesthetic views and artistic intentions.

The research concluded that both novels showcase collective traumas that were a direct
result of the pivotal socio-political events of 20th-century Georgia, and the heritage of
these events is reflected in the titles of 21st-century Georgian literature by the authors
of different generations. The research also revealed individual traumas based on the
personal knowledge and experience of the authors, which are fictionalized in their own

unique narrative style.

Keywords: trauma, a trauma in literature, transgenerational trauma, collective trauma,

individual trauma, Soviet Union, post-Soviet country, Balland, Mascaraphoné.
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