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ABSTRACT

This paper main purpose is define EU strategies for candidate states and outline the forms of
relations between the Union and non-member countries. Accordingly, it will be shown what
influence the EU has on the institutional transformation of non-member states on the way to
European integration, what tools the EU uses in relation to non-member states and how these
tools work. The main question of the research is, what mechanisms does the European Union

use on the way to the accession of problematic states and how are they selected?

The following hypothesis was deductively formed based on the research question: the
European Union takes into account the internal (endogenous) challenges of the candidate state
and with a targeted institutional strategy tries to influence the state exogenously to obtain

endogenous institutional changes.

To answer the research question of the paper and to test the hypothesis, the research conducted
using mixed qualitative methods. The approaches and strategies of the European Union's
actions, attitudes towards non-member states were determined by the Desk Research Method;
Four countries were selected for Case Study: Bulgaria, Romania, Latvia and Georgia; They were
studied and a comparative analysis showed the process of institutional transformation of the
states under the influence of the European Union. The focus was on similarity-difference

trends.

Key words: EU conditionality, socialization, European neighborhood policy, network

governance, Bulgaria, Romania, Latvia, Georgia.



