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Abstract

On July 15-16, 1989, there were clashes between the Georgian and Abkhaz population in
Abkhazia, which resulted in casualties. In Georgian and Abkhazian history, this event is evaluated

and described differently. Also, the reasons that led to the escalation are evaluated differently.

The imminence of events remained in people's memory in different ways. The participants or
witnesses of the clashes, who represented the opposing parties, remember the course of the
process and the reasons differently. Often this difference also refers to the dominant narratives
prevailing in both societies. Until the 80s, the Georgian-Abkhaz conflict did not go beyond the
political and intellectual elite, but during the development of the events of 1989, the general
public became involved in the conflict, which led to the division of the society living in Abkhazia
on ethnic lines. The conflict was reflected on the human level and manifested in the form of

physical clashes.

The paper is an attempt based on the analysis of Georgian and Abkhazian oral histories to show
the events of July 1989 in Abkhazia as a dividing line in Georgian-Abkhazian relations, which led

to the division of society and the need to belong to different groups.
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