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Abstract 

 

 

The paper below presents the definition of the role and importance of art according to Theodor 

V. Adorno's "aesthetic theory", in which the value of art is related to its social and political 

significance. In order to present the mentioned, the changing role and importance of art under 

the influence of enlightenment and "culture industry" is discussed, which was criticized by the 

ideas of Theodor V. Adorno, Max Horkheimer and Walter Benjamin. In particular, according to 

their opinion, art in the era of late capitalism becomes an instrument of the hegemony of the 

dominant class, which implies the transformation of a work of art into a product: by turning it 

into a simple commodity, it deprives the same work of the opportunity to confront the existing 

social norms and the established conditions of reasoning, and with such opposition, to cause the 

perciever to think critically, to offer alternative perspectives and the possibility of social resistance 

and societal transformation. 
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