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ABSTRACT 

The thesis researches the challenges of intra-party democracy. The effective functioning of 

intra-party structure is a problematic issue even for the consolidated democracy not to say 

about hybrid or defective democratic states. The research hypothesis applies the theories of 

Teorell and Wolkenstein, consequently, the work is didactive. According to the hypothesis 

the party leadership is oriented to attract as many party members as possible and integrate the 

most active members in the processes of selecting candidates and/or policy making processes. 

The modern scholars of intra-party democracy consider that deliberative model is the most 

effective among other two and believe that the future of intra-party democracy belongs to it.  

For testing hypothesis, the case of Australia (consolidating democracy) and South Africa 

(democracy with the problems) were studied with the secondary resources. As for Georgia, 

which right now starts development of the intra-party structures/democracy the qualitative 

technique - semi-structured interview was instrumentalized. The interviews were conducted 

with the party leaders, as well as the representatives of the field of expert and academics. 

The research outcomes demonstrate that the Teorell’s three models do not function 

thoroughly and actually they complement each other. The deliberative model is far effective 

compared to the other two. 

The case of Australia shows the positive and negative sides of the Teorell’s models, whereas 

South Africa has been still developing intra-party democracy. As for Georgia, the party leaders 

and the experts state that establishment of the intra-party structure and progression of intra-

party democracy is essential for Georgian democracy. 

Key Words: Intra-party democracy, candidate-oriented model, policy-oriented model, 

deliberative model, Australia, South Africa, Georgia. 
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