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Abstract

Numerous conflicts have taken place between Russia and Ukraine and Russia and Georgia
throughout history. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has renewed traumas of Georgian people that
are connected to the August War of 2008. Using correlational design, the present paper is
focused on these events. Specifically, the study explored the perceptions of both Russian-
Georgian and Russian-Ukrainian political situation, and attitudes towards Russian people among
205 respondents in Georgia. Leaning upon Intergroup Threat Theory (ITT) and historical
experience as one of the sources of prejudice, it was hypothesized that perceiving Russian-
Georgian and Russian-Ukrainian political relations as tense would be associated with negative
attitudes towards Russians. The hypothesis was partly supported: Perceiving Russian-Georgian
political situation as tense was related with unfavorable attitudes towards Russian, albeit the
relationship was weak; as for perceiving Russian-Ukrainian situations as tense, no statistically
significant correlation was found between the latter and attitudes towards Russians. The
findings, mostly, can be attributed to the low variability in the scores of all three variables:
Respondents assessed Russian-Georgian and Russian-Ukrainian political situation as extremely
tense and expressed extremely cold attitudes towards Russian. At the same time, not
surprisingly, strong positive relationship was found between perceptions of Russian-Georgian

and Russian-Ukrainian political situation. The results are discussed in the paper.

Keywords: Attitudes, Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, war, perception of political situation, intergroup

threat theory.



