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Abstract 

The purpose of this master’s thesis is to examine the role of an international organization- the 

European Union in the process of ethnic conflict transformation/resolution. According to 

studies, identity-based conflict resolution tends to be especially challenging; therefore, all 

facets of the conflict including origins, dynamics, and so on, must be examined.  

 

The research is deductive. It utilizes a number of theoretical schools. Including the 

conflict/peace triangles of Galtung, Lederach, and Miall, as well as Mitchell’s theory, the 

essential base is in Homans’s integration theory, Ripeness and Readiness Theories. According 

to Homans’s theory, it is crucial to consider the micro-level dynamics of conflicts (public 

diplomacy), whereas theories of Ripeness and Readiness evaluate the conflict sides’ attempts 

to terminate the dispute amicably. 

 

The study is qualitative. Because ethnic conflicts are intricate, all three of the presented 

theories cannot be employed independently to explain transformation/resolution of the 

conlifcts in each scenario. The paper employs a triangulation of methods, including the case 

method, comparative analysis (to determine the similarities and differences in EU involvement 

in the conflict), the process tracing method, and discourse analysis (reports, speeches of 

leaders, etc.) to asses the effectiveness/failure of the EU involvement in conflict 

transformation/resolution. 

 

According to research, the hypothesis is in agreement with the three theories given. The 

hypothesis was tested using empirical data, and the conclusion is that mechanisms and policies 

implemented by the EU in direction of conflict resolution/transformation are efficient in the 

case of member states, but less effective or ineffective in the case of non-member states.  
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