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Abstract

The study presents the development of the interrogative sentence of the child and his/her
partner in communication according to age. The research aims to reveal the development of
the interrogative sentence in the child's speech at the age of 18-36 months based on input-
output. Also, the purpose of the research is to disclose the form and function that children and
their communication partners use during interaction, how the interrogative sentences used by
the parent and the child are related, and what is the relationship between the function and
form of questions.

In this study, the speech recordings of two children, at the age of 18 to 35 months, were studied.
The speech was recorded in a natural environment. The data were processed at three-month
intervals. As part of the study, the transcripts of the recordings were made in the CLAN
program and analyzed. The results of the study showed that children use more interrogative
sentences than intonation ones. In the case of a communication partner, this data is different.
In the case of the interrogative sentence function, both the child and his communication
partner ask much more questions with the function of receiving information in the speech
process. The results also showed the age of the first question word, although this data was
different for both children. In the case of one, it appears from the age of 18 months, and in the
case of the other, from the age of 27 months.

The results of the study also showed a relationship between the form and function of the
interrogative sentence. Interrogative sentences were mainly used to request information.
Intonational question forms were used for confirmation/verification, attention requests,
permission requests, action suggestions, and announcements. In the case of communication
partners, question-word sentences were used to request information. Intonational questions
were used both for requesting information and for non-informational functions.

Key words: Functions of interrogatives, Forms of interrogatives, Input.



