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Abstract 

 

This master’s thesis is an attempt to study individual and collective traumas, identity 

crisis and signs of magical realism in the prose of the modern Georgian author - Zaza 

Tvaradze - Words, Wanderer, Apartments, Red dogs, Salome. 

 

The aim of the work is to analyze the role of memory reconstruction in the process of 

rebuilding a collapsed identity, also, to determine how the socio-political events of the 

80s-90s in Tbilisi are manifested, to discuss the signs and consequences of collective 

trauma, to identify the signs of magical realism in the research texts and their purpose, 

as well as the definition of the symbol of magic words in the novel "Words". 

 

The analysis of the research texts is based on Jeffrey Alexander's work Cultural Trauma 

and Collective Identity, which describes the nature, manifestation and causes of 

individual and cultural traumas in collective unity. To study the phenomenon of 

memory, French scientists Maurice Halbwachs’s Collective memory and Pierre Nora's 

Places of memory are used, and Sigmund Freud's studies on trauma and dreams are 

discussed, since in Tvaradze's texts, dreams are the main manifestation of trauma. Based 

on the fact that one of the goals of the work is to reveal the forms of magical realism in 

the research texts and explain their purpose, the essays of one of the founders of magical 

realism, Alejo Carpentier, about magical realism were objectively selected, and there is 

also used a Georgian researcher Tatia Oboladze’s work about magical realism in 

Georgian prose. 

 

During the analysis of the research texts, it was established that the severe socio-

political crisis of the last two decades of the twentieth century was manifested in Tbilisi 

in the form of collective trauma and identity crisis, which was followed by generational 

alienation and severe collective depression. In the work of Zaza Tvaradze, the signs of 
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magical realism can be seen, which the author uses to describe the paradoxical situation 

created in the country. 

 

Keywords: Collective trauma; Identity crisis, Memory reconstruction, Zaza Tvaradze, 

Places of memories, Dreams, 90s, Magical realism.


