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Abstract

Communication plays the major factor in the development of child’s cognitive, emotional
and social abilities since the birth of the child. The first two years of their life plays the most

important role in this process because that’s the time when child’s behavior becomes
intentional, shared and acquires a certain form of communication. The information shared
by the child is decoded by the caregiver, which assigns the meaning to it. The appropriate
response returns to the child which makes him realize that his behavior has consequences
and that his interest, wishes, demands are shared and understood by others. Accordingly,

child gains the motivation to establish communication with more effective means and ways.



Study aims to determine the communication forms and functions used by Georgian children
in natural environment with a reliable communicative partner. Also it determines the rate of
intentions expressed per minute by the child between the ages from 12 to 24 months. Study
was conducted by processing data from the video diaries of two children. Videos were
processed at selective, 3-month intervals, at the ages of 12, 15, 18, 21 and 24 months. The
researcher observed child’s and partners communication, mutual exchange and the ways in

which this exchange and engagement was carried out, in the videos.

The research also focuses on the communicative partner’s interactional and responsive style.
The number of instructions, questions, answers or comments given to the child as one of the

predictors of the growth of child’s vocabulary.

The results showcased the similarities and differencies between the two participants in
expression and usage of communicational forms, functions and intentions. It also described
development of children’s vocabulary. And discussed the connection between partner’s
interactive style, the quantity of their verbal exchange and child’s acquired vocabulary. The

relatedness between this two variables underlines the need of further studies of this topic.

Key words: communicative form, communicative function, communicative act,

communicational partner
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