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Abstract

Introduction: In recent times, we have witnessed a significant shift in people's opinions and
attitudes towards people who use drugs. However, observations shows that society still stigmatizes
individuals struggling with drug addiction. Several countries have recognized the need for change
and are reforming their drug policies, leading to lighter punishments. These changes result in
shifts in public opinion and attitudes. An excellent illustration of this transformation can be seen
in the decriminalization of possession of small amount of drugs, or even legalization of drug use.
While, it was once deemed a criminal offense in many countries, there is now a growing consensus
questioning this perspective, fostering an active and crucial discussion regarding its potential

change.

Purpose of the study: The purpose of the master's thesis is to compare public attitudes between

2015 and 2022 through a secondary analysis of data obtained from the general population survey.

Method: The secondary analysis method is employed in the master's thesis to examine the

frequencies of variables pertaining to public attitudes between 2015 and 2022.



Results: Over the period from 2015 to 2022, there has been a noticeable decline in the positive
attitude of society towards people who use drugs. Prevailing opinions in society still reflect a lack

of empathy towards individuals struggling with drug addiction.

Conclusions: It was revealed that the opinion of the public in 2022, compared to 2015, changed
towards less empathy. Women are more strict towards drug users, and in case of fines or arrests,
the majority justifies such a method of punishment. It was also revealed that age and education

level have a significant influence on public opinion.

Key words: change, public attitude, law, decriminalization, social practice.
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