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Abstract 

First of all, in order to present the purpose of the work, it should be said that the purpose of the 
study is to introduce the reader to the role of the mass media in criminal law and to what level 
the mass media representatives can be involved in the criminal law processes, what intersection 
they may have with the accused and their rights, what the mass media representatives can do in 
some ways, the rights of the accused may be violated, etc. 

The relevance of the study lies in the fact that the problem posed in the study, namely, the wrong 
practice of mass media representatives in relation to accused persons during involvement in 
criminal proceedings, is not a local problem, but it is often manifested in the practice of different 
countries and needs to be regulated. The shortcomings identified in practice are in conflict with 
the legislative and non-legislative acts of Georgia, which clearly outline the scope of mass media 
involvement and their functions in criminal proceedings. As an example, the Criminal Procedure 
Code of Georgia can be cited, which informs us about the principle of publicity of sessions in 
criminal law, and its articles contain the very provisions that provide for the involvement of mass 
media representatives in these processes, but how this all happens in practice is another issue. 
The study will also talk about the Organic Law of Georgia "On Common Courts", which also talks 
about the principle of publicity of sessions and the role of the mass media in ensuring this 
principle. Other legislative and non-legislative acts surrounding the issue will also be discussed. 

As a result of the research, the reader, after discussing the issues mentioned above, will come to 
the conclusion that the mass media has a large role in criminal law, and it works most of all in 
terms of informing the public about criminal law processes, because nowadays one of the means 
of mass information is the mass media, which informs the public. It also provides information 
about the country's criminogenic situation. As a result of the research, it will be revealed that 
many types of violations may be revealed in these processes carried out by the mass media. 

Most part of the research will be directed to the possible violations in the reports and interviews 
of the mass media representatives, which affect not only the criminal processes in general, but 
also in relation to the rights of the accused persons, in particular, in this regard, the most 
attention will be focused on the principle about the presumption of innocence of the accused. 

To summarize all the above-mentioned issues, it can be clearly said that the mass media has a 
great role in informing the public, including criminal law issues, although their actions to achieve 
this goal must be in accordance with the law and other regulations. Despite the fact that today 
there are various legislative and non-legislative acts that regulate the spheres of activity of mass 
media representatives, there are still flaws in their practice, which affect both, the society and the 
persons participating in criminal proceedings, mostly the accused. 

 
 

Main key words: role of mass media in criminal law, principle of publicity of hearings, 
presumption of innocence. 


