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Abstract

The present paper will concern the non-existent indicators of consent in cases of sexual violence

committed against minors - analysis of Georgian experience and international standards.

The main goal of a democratic and legal state is to protect human sexual freedom and
inviolability, and more so when it comes to minors, who represent the most vulnerable group of

society.

Absence of consent is the main sign of sexual violence, which with regard to minors is assessed

specifically based on their vulnerability and taking into account their best interests.

Within the framework of this piece, the reader will be given the opportunity to understand the
concepts of sexual violence and exploitation in the light of international standards and local
legislation. The paper will discuss the importance of consent in sex crimes and the
circumstances when we do not have genuine and clear consent during qualification of sex

crimes.

The paper especially focuses on circumstances that suppress the will of minors, such as forced
marriage, trafficking, and children living and working in the streets, which excludes their true
and genuine consent to sexual intercourse. The paper will concern the changes made in the
definitions of sexual crimes in the Criminal Code, which were implemented as a result of the

ratification of the relevant international acts.

Within the framework of the research the gaps and obstacles in the legislative space were
identified and highlighted, that subjects of litigation face during practice. Also, the fact that
despite the steps taken and the tightening of the legal framework the definitions of sexual
crimes are defined in a limited and narrow way, which on the one hand leads to impunity for

the perpetrators and on the other hand limits access to justice for the victims.

Key words: sexual violence, will-suppressing circumstances, sexual exploitation, lack of consent,

minors
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